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Dear friends,
Recent Islamic terror attacks have challenged the western world in a new way
and many nations are beginning to understand they need to prepare for and
even expect a rise in violence in the years ahead. One European head of security
recently suggested the Western nations learn from Israel how to deal with
terrorism; it was indeed the Israeli security service Mossad which prevented a
major attack at a German soccer game just a day after the Paris attacks.
At the same time, Europeans are concerned about the influx of more than a
million immigrants from mostly Muslim countries into the West. It is surely
a time when nations are shaken and people are filled with fear of the things
to come.
The International Christian Embassy Jerusalem was established in
1980 in recognition of the biblical significance of all of Jerusalem
and its unique connection to the Jewish people. Today the ICEJ
represents millions of Christians, churches and denominations to
the nation and people of Israel. We recognise in the restoration
of Israel the faithfulness of God to keep His ancient covenant
with the Jewish people. Our main objectives are:
* To stand with Israel in support and friendship;
* To equip and teach the worldwide Church regarding
God’s purposes with Israel and the nations of the
Middle East;
* To be an active voice of reconciliation between Jews,
Christians and Arabs and to support the churches
and congregations in the Holy Land.
From its head offices in Jerusalem, the ICEJ reaches out into
more than 140 countries worldwide, with branch offices in over
80 Nations.
Our vision is:
* To reach every segment of Israel’s society with a Christian
testimony of comfort and love, and
* To reach and actively represent to Israel the support
of denominations churches and believers from every
nation on earth.
The Christian Embassy is a non-denominational faith ministry
supported by the voluntary contributions of our members and
friends across the globe. We invite you to join with us as we
minister to Israel and the Jewish people worldwide by donating
to the ongoing work and witness of the ICEJ.
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In this context, the Christmas story offers incredible consolation. The prophet
Isaiah lived in a time when the Assyrian Empire was rising; according
to historians it was one of the cruellest powers in history, with Assyrians
indiscriminately killing children, women and the elderly. As this dark rule of
terror arose, the prophet saw the coming hope of the world:
“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a son is given; And the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace
there will be no end… ” (Isaiah 9:6–7).
Today the answer to our world’s problems is still the coming of Jesus Christ.
The reach of His kingdom is ever-expanding, even in the midst of the greatest
chaos. We see this today in the Arab Nations, where the Holy Spirit is touching
many of the Muslims in spite of the chaos that ISIS and other militias are
inflicting, and similarly in the West! On my last trip to Germany, in every city I
visited stories were shared of Syrian refugees coming to Christ!
“Of the increase of His government there is no end!” This is my Christmas
greeting to you from Jerusalem. I hope you enjoy reading this newest edition
of the Word from Jerusalem!
Yours in Christ,

Dr. Jürgen Bühler
ICEJ Executive Director

The New King James Bible is used for all Bible
references unless otherwise noted.
Word From Jerusalem is published by the International Christian
Embassy Jerusalem. Reproduction in whole or in part without
written permission is prohibited. Word From Jerusalem has
no subscription price and is supported through contributions
worldwide. All gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible (in countries
where this applies). For more information visit us at: www.icej.org
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN EMBASSY JERUSALEM
P.O. Box 1192, Jerusalem • 9101002, ISRAEL
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BY DR. JÜRGEN BÜHLER
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he more prominent prototype is the person of David.
Both Jews and Christians see the Messiah in the
tradition of the great King of Israel. People on the
streets of Israel referred to Jesus as “son of David,”
indicating their recognition of his messianic credentials.
But there is another prototype of Messiah which is less well
known but whose parallels to the life of Jesus are equally striking,
and that is Joseph, the son of Jacob, whose life is recorded in
Genesis, chapters 37-50.
MESSIAH SON OF JOSEPH
The Talmud in the tractate Sanhedrin refers to Messiah ben Yosef
(Hebrew for “son of Joseph”) in a most remarkable manner.
The passage refers to the prophecy of Zechariah which foresees
all Israel mourning “as one mourns for his only begotten son”
(Zech. 12:10f). In that context the Talmud answers the question,
“What was the reason for the mourning?” with: “It is on account
of the Messiah, the son of Joseph, who was killed.” The Talmud
also gives a reason for why he was killed: Because of “the evil
inclination of men.” Amazingly, the passage is followed by a
prayer for his resurrection.
The life of Joseph contains many astonishing parallels to the life
of Jesus and his story climaxes in a most powerful way with the
reconciliation between Joseph and his brothers, the sons of Jacob.
A PROTOTYPE OF THE SUFFERING
AND RESURRECTED CHRIST
We are introduced to Joseph when he is 17 years old (Gen 37).
This gifted young man became his father’s favorite and because
of that was envied and even hated by his brothers. When Joseph
recklessly shared with his family two dreams he had, in which
his brothers and his parents bowed down to him, their hatred
grew so strong that they refused to greet Joseph and started
plotting to kill him.
As their plans for evil developed, Joseph was rescued from death
at the last minute by one of his brothers, only to be handed over
to gentile Ishmaelites by the other brothers. They sold Joseph
for 20 shekels to a caravan carrying spices to Egypt and then
told their father Jacob that his favorite son was dead. Joseph was
brought as a slave to Egypt and eventually was falsely convicted
and put in an Egyptian prison.
Joseph was miraculously “resurrected” out of this most desperate
condition and raised to the highest position in the land. Joseph
became the right hand of the Pharaoh, ruler of the ancient world
who was considered a deity by his subjects. Pharaoh set Joseph
over the whole land of Egypt, clothed him in royal clothes and
declared to all of Egypt that if they heard Joseph speak they were

to obey and worship him as if he was the Pharaoh himself (Gen
41:40ff).
The story of Jesus is very similar. We read that Jesus was the
“beloved son” of his Father in Heaven. (Matt 3:17) He came into
his own country but they would not receive him and his own
countrymen even planned to kill him. Jesus was sold for 30 shekels
and handed over to the Gentiles (Romans). He died on the cross
and his disciples wrapped his body in spices and laid him in a
tomb. When He was miraculously raised from the dead, Jesus
sat at the right hand of the Father and all authority was given to
Him in heaven and on earth. (Mat 28:18)
THE FAMILY REUNION
The story of Joseph tells us that a terrible drought visited the
earth and through Joseph’s leadership, Egypt became the only
place where bread was available. Consequently all nations came
to Joseph. “So all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain,
because the famine was severe in all lands.” (Genesis 41:57) In
many ways Joseph became the savior of the ancient world, very
much like Jesus has become the savior of the world as “every tribe
and nation” comes to Him to receive the bread of life.
As the drought continued, the climax of the story unfolded when
one day ten Canaanite tribesmen arrived in Egypt in search of
food (Gen 42). Joseph immediately recognized his brothers, but
they didn’t realize who he was. Joseph didn’t look like a son of
the Hebrews. On the contrary, his appearance must have been
that of typical Egyptian royalty. To add to the mystery, Joseph even
talked to his brothers through an interpreter.
There is much more to this amazing story, but one important
thread runs through the entire story of Joseph, which is his
emotional attitude toward his brothers, as well as Pharaoh’s
response to Joseph’s family. When Joseph sees his brothers for
the first time, he could have reacted in many ways. It was his
brothers who were responsible for the most traumatic experiences
in his life – the family betrayal, slavery and imprisonment. As
they all stood before him, he could have considered it as a divine
appointment for revenge. But he chose not to seek it.
THE WEEPING RULER
At his first encounter with his brothers, after so many years,
Joseph reacted very emotionally. “And he turned himself away
from them and wept…” (Gen. 42:24) The biblical account of
Joseph’s reconciliation with his own family describes seven
separate instances of him weeping, more than any other person
recorded in the Bible. The heart of Joseph was full of compassion
and love for his family, even after so many difficult years, and
he even recognized the rejection of his brothers had in reality
fulfilled God’s intention. (Gen 45:5)
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Today God is restoring Jesus’ family: His Jewish physical brothers
and sisters. Like Joseph’s family, the restoration of Israel is a matter
which is central to God’s heart. Israel’s modern day restoration is
not just a footnote at the bottom of God’s agenda for the world.
On the contrary! The prophet Zechariah declares: “Thus says the
Lord of hosts: I am zealous for Zion with great zeal; with great
fervor I am zealous for her. Thus says the Lord: ‘I will return to
Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem’.” (Zech 8:1f).
In spite of everything which had happened to him, Joseph was
still attached to his own family and Jesus is still passionate about
his fellow Jews who have returned and are still returning back
to the land of Israel. This raises the important question: If Jesus
is passionate about Israel, what about us?
As the bride of Christ, this passion needs to be our priority as
well. Any married couple can affirm that an important ingredient
of a healthy marriage is to care for and be affectionate to our
spouse’s family. Too many Christians today belong to the bride
of Christ, yet could not care less about the physical brothers and
sisters of Jesus. We regularly visit our family members, even if
they don’t hold the same beliefs as we do. Paul calls the Jewish

people “beloved for the sake of the fathers,” (Rom 11:28) even
if they may be “enemies of the gospel.” Loving Israel is not an
option, it must be part of any healthy relationship with Jesus.
LOVE MADE PUBLIC
Even more fascinating is how Joseph’s emotional reaction to his
brothers develops. “…Joseph made haste and sought somewhere
to weep. And he went into his chamber and wept there. Then he
washed his face and came out…” (Genesis 43:30–31) The first two
times when Joseph wept, he did so in secret. Only a few servants
around him were aware of his strong emotional reaction. But
as the story unfolds, Joseph reached a point where he could no
longer keep his feelings secret.
“Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who
stood by him, and he cried out, ‘Make everyone go out from me!’
So no one stood with him when he made himself known to his
brothers. And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house
of Pharaoh heard it.” (Genesis 45:1–2)
Eventually the entire kingdom of Egypt understood that this
Joseph was not a Gentile like them, but he had a family who were
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FEAST OF TABERNACLES 2015

but we are facing a global crisis! Our people and the whole world
need to be fed. Stay focused!”
This would have been a very logical reaction given the crisis in
the land of Egypt at that time. It reminds me of a response I
recently received from a pastor of large church with thousands
of members, when I asked what they, as a church body, were
doing for Israel: “Jürgen, you do not know how busy we are in our
church. We have several hundred home groups, we care for the
homeless and women in prostitution, and we reach virtually every
segment of our city. We honestly do not have room for Israel.”
But let us look at what Pharaoh said in the midst of a global crisis:
“Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh’s house, saying, ‘Joseph’s
brothers have come.’ So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well.
[…] ‘Bring your father and your households and come to me; I will
give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the
land.’” (Genesis 45:16–18)
It pleased Pharaoh! Joseph’s family was not an additional burden.
We can imagine him saying: “I must meet this family, who
brought forth a son that blessed my nation so greatly!” He wanted
to learn who they were and was eager to welcome them. Not
only that, he also called for an immediate action: “I will give you
the best! They need to eat the fat of the land!” In the midst of
a crisis, when resources were scarce, Pharaoh released the best
for Joseph’s family.

Hebrews. If we look at the history of the church, for many
centuries the Israel-awareness was often in “a hidden chamber.”
For many long years, very few Christians understood and felt
the heartbeat of God towards the Jewish people. The majority
of them were indifferent or worse, believing there is no future
for the Jews and the church had replaced them in God’s plan.
Today a dramatic shift is taking place within the church. Wherever
we go around the world we see churches and even entire
denominations aligning with what God is doing in Israel like
never before. This is true in particular for the centers of revival
in Asia, Africa and Latin America. For them standing with Israel
is part of what defines a believer. But we see it happening also
in the churches and denominations in the West. Jesus’ passion
and his love for his people has gone public in the house of God.
PHARAOH REACTS
Finally, it is also of central importance to us, how Pharaoh saw
and reacted to the new family reunion of his most trusted right
hand man. Again, there were many ways he could have responded.
He could have tried to keep Joseph’s Jewish ancestry a secret. Or
he could have said: “Joseph, it is great that your family is here,

CONCLUSION
Recently I heard Pastor Robert Morris of Gateway Church in
Texas, USA, tell a story to a group of leaders in Jerusalem. God
revealed to him why his church and ministry were so blessed
in extraordinary ways. He showed him a parable of a father,
who had a large family, but out of love and passion for children
the father started adopting many more. Because of that, many
orphanages opened around the world, but in the course of it his
own children felt neglected. And Pastor Morris realized God was
telling him: “Robert, I bless your ministry because you took care
of my natural children. You bless my family, the Jews, and that’s
why I bless you.” According to Pastor Morris, the main reason
why God blesses the Gateway Church is because they bless Israel.
The story of Joseph teaches us that God is passionate about His
people. Since the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 God’s
love for the Jews has been made public. As with Joseph, Jesus
has a very emotional passion for his family and his land. Jesus
wept over Jerusalem, and I believe he is weeping today. Pharaoh
reacted immediately, releasing the best for Joseph’s family. Let us
pray and consider with discernment, what can we do to bless the
Jewish people who are returning home today after 2000 years. It
is a time of restoration and, for us as believers and as the global
church, it is a time to act!
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A BLESSED YEAR OF UNITING THE CHURCH
WITH GOD’S PASSION FOR ISRAEL
CELEBRATING THE WORK AND MINISTRY OF THE INTERNATIONAL
CHRISTIAN EMBASSY JERUSALEM IN 2015
BY ESTERA WIEJA
The year of 2015 has been full of new opportunities, great challenges and tremendous blessing for the
International Christian Embassy in Jerusalem. Serving as the bridge between the Christians from around
the world and the nation of Israel we were privileged to once again leave a lasting impact on the people of
this land by fulfilling God’s command to comfort His people and stand fast in His Word.

EDUCATION

COMPASSION
The ICEJ continues to progressively achieve the goal of
reaching every segment of Israeli society through assistance
projects, which target areas of need throughout Israel.
Support from Christians worldwide is crucial, and has a
profound effect in this special land. Our mission is to be wise
stewards of that support; to be the hands and feet of those
who desire to bless Israel in practical ways. On the following
pages of this magazine you can read some highlights of what
great work has been accomplished in 2015.

In 2015 the ICEJ made it a priority to bring a prophetic
message to the Church around the world. Directors of ICEJ
have traveled to every continent teaching the church about
God’s plans for Israel and His covenant with the Jewish
people, and encouraging Christians to pray for Israel.
The ICEJ continues to host the Envision Conference for
pastors and Christian leaders at the beginning of every year.
The diverse spectrum of speakers and time for personal
connections made the 2015 conference a great success, and we
hope to develop this vision even further in the years to come.
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MOBILISATION
The Church can no longer afford to remain lukewarm regarding matters
of highest importance to the Lord of Hosts: The people and the land of
Israel. The ICEJ branches in over 80 nations have organized multiple
rallies, conferences and other events to demonstrate Christian support
for Israel, while also bringing awareness, mobilizing the society, and
building relationships with local governments.
None of the ICEJ work would be possible, if it weren’t preceded with
prayer. Every project, initiative or event is first brought to God’s throne
of grace. At the same time, prayer is what unites us Christians across the
nations and links us to Israel. The Isaiah 62 Prayer Initiative has already
connected almost four thousand prayer groups with ICEJ, drawing tens
of thousands intercessors to pray for Israel. It is becoming a powerful
movement of global intercession for God’s chosen people and land.

CELEBRATION
The annual Christian celebration of ICEJ’s Feast of Tabernacles was a
tremendous success. More than 100 nations came up to Jerusalem in
September to celebrate the Feast. This is a unique opportunity to teach
and encourage believers among the nations to align themselves with the
nation of Israel and God’s purposes regarding His people.
The Lord opened remarkable doors for the Christian Embassy in 2015,
and as we approach 2016 we will dedicate ourselves afresh to prayer and
diligently seek God’s wisdom and guidance for the year to come. Stand
with us in prayer in the month of January! Pray with our staff for Israel
and the city of Jerusalem, but also pray for our ministry in this land as we
continue to serve this nation.
The Bible promises us that as we bless Israel, God will bless us in
return. May you experience tremendous blessing from the God
of Israel as you partner with ICEJ - your Embassy in Jerusalem!
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ISAIAH 62
PRAYER
MOVEMENT
The Isaiah 62 Prayer Initiative has
been growing strong ever since the
Holy Spirit put it on our hearts in the
beginning of 2011. Churches, various
prayer groups and individuals from
almost every nation have been uniting
in prayer on the first Wednesday of
every month according to the command
of Isaiah 62:
“I have set watchmen on your walls O
Jerusalem; they shall never hold their
peace day or night. You who make
mention of the Lord do not keep silent,
and give Him no rest till He establishes
and He makes Jerusalem a praise in the
earth.” (Isaiah 62:6-7)
The ICEJ is inviting you to join us in
prayer and fasting as we enter the year
of 2016. Join us in January and pray
with us for Israel and Jerusalem in
particular (Isaiah 62:1-7; Psalm 122).
We want to call on the name of the Lord
to fulfill His every promise for this land
and this nation!
Visit our website and sign up to
receive our monthly prayer letter.
Specific topics and updates from
the region will help you pray with
wisdom and determination for
God’s beloved land:
www.icej.org/Isaiah62

ICEJ YEAR IN REVIEW

ICEJ AID

2015 IN REVIEW

1

BY ESTERA WIEJA & AARON HECHT

The International Christian Embassy Jerusalem offers year-round
assistance to the needy across all segments of Israeli society. The
following are selected highlights of our work in 2015; although not
representative of the entirety of ICEJ’s work, these examples
demonstrate how broadly ICEJ’s Christian support is distributed
throughout the land of Israel.

2
3

1 Hurfeish: Education for Druze minority
Representing Christians to the people
of Israel, the ICEJ is also mindful of
minority issues in the country. The
strong and faithful community of
Druze serves the country of Israel,
but often struggles with poverty
and access to education. The
ICEJ helped upgrade the
library in one of the schools
and sponsored equipment
for computer rooms.
8
2 Haifa: Home for Holocaust Survivors
More renovations and apartment
adaptations were completed by
ICEJ this year as well as an expansion
in the services provided at the Haifa
Home. A new member of the staff is
a social worker who assists residents to
understand their rights and helps them
address other bureaucratic problems they might encounter. The
social worker is instrumental when the residents change
accommodation, and need helping in the transition.
3 Nazareth: Employment
Programs for Arab Women
Higher education offers economic
mobility and provides opportunities to
mainstream into Israeli society. However,
Arab women often face many barriers
to completing their degrees. The ICEJsponsored program in Nazareth provides
much-needed guidance to assist Arab
women complete their courses of study.
The program utilizes outreach, counseling, and a range of services, including
job placement for academics.
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4 Tel Aviv: Women in Crisis
The ICEJ partners with a shelter for women in Tel Aviv
where the homeless, drug addicts and victims of
human trafficking may receive practical assistance
and counseling. Approximately 20 women come
by the shelter each day of operation, where they
receive hot meals, a shower, clothing, haircuts,
medical manicures and pedicures. It is a safe place
for women to get off the streets and be encouraged to take steps towards
rehabilitation.
5 Jerusalem and more: New Immigrant
Absorption, Mentoring Project
The ICEJ sponsored mentors for new
immigrant families in four centers
located in Jerusalem, Beersheva,
Netanya and Ashdod. The mentoring
project assists families acclimatize to
Israel by providing aid such as basic
household items, education, cultural
enrichment and tutoring aid for children, and offering assistance towards
finding employment.
6 Beersheva: Vocational Training
The three pillars of successful absorption are language
proficiency, sense of belonging (social network), and
employment. The ICEJ sponsors vocational training for
new immigrants, which allows them to integrate into
the job market and live independently. An average
course includes five months of Hebrew classes and
eight months of professional training. Many students are offered employment
upon successful completion of the course.
7 Ofakim: Youth at Risk
The “Touching the Horizon” educational program
takes action in education and leadership
development for Israeli youth. Young people in Israel
often have potential, talent and resolve, but lack
the opportunities and support needed to realize their
goals. The program targets youth at risk of dropping
out of school, and seeks to provide them with a
safety net of assistance. ICEJ is sponsoring the program in two schools, with
approximately 26 students on each campus.
8 Kibbutz Sa'ad and more (Gaza border): Bomb shelters
Just this year seven new bomb shelters have been purchased
by ICEJ and placed in several Israeli border communities with
Gaza. These shelters save lives and bring some peace of mind
to residents living continually under the threat of attack.
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We are proud
to be your
embassy in
Jerusalem,
your hands
and feet in
the land.
Today’s overwhelming
social needs give us
an unprecedented
opportunity to comfort
and bless this nation in
the name of Christians
around the world as an
act of reconciliation
and love. We invite you
to partner with us in
showing Christian care
to the nation of Israel
by contributing to our
projects!
You can send your
donation by visiting
www.icej.org/aid

ICEJ YEAR IN REVIEW

3

1

2

BRANCHES

ICEJ
WORLDWIDE
The ICEJ is called to touch every segment of Israeli society
with a message of Christian love, and to reach every
country with a message about God’s love for Israel. In
2015, we were heavily engaged on both tracts, supporting
various humanitarian projects in Israel and sending speakers
to events organized by our branches in many countries
including Romania, India, Fiji, Norway, Papua New Guinea,
Ireland, Canada and the USA.
Our ability to reach the nations is expanding, with the
recent opening of new ICEJ branches in three countries on
three different continents, in addition to existing branches:
Mali, Argentina and Ukraine.
1 Mali is a predominantly
Muslim country in
northwestern Africa, which has
been afflicted by a terrible
civil war and just recently even
experienced a major terror
attack at a luxury hotel. But
the Lord is raising up believers
in this land who are eager to
support the ICEJ’s mission to
stand with Israel. Rev. Emmanuel Dembele, chairman of all
evangelical and protestant churches in Mali, was appointed
to be the chairman of the ICEJ branch in Mali and Pastor
Andre Thera was appointed as the national director.

2 In Argentina, Pastor
Hernan Acosta and
his wife, Claudia, were
appointed as directors
of the new ICEJ branch
at the “Transformation”
Conference held last spring
in Moreno, near Buenos
Aires. Many of the senior
pastors, elders and leaders
of the body of Christ in Argentina attended
the conference, and they heartily applauded
strengthening Argentina’s relationships with ICEJ
and Israel. They also expressed their support for
the new ICEJ representatives in their country.
3 The war-torn country of
Ukraine also became a
part of the ICEJ family in
2015. Ukraine was on our
hearts and in our minds all
throughout this year as we
assisted with the journey
of Aliyah for thousands
of Ukrainian Jews fleeing
the conflict. The ICEJ was
privileged to stand with the Ukrainian Jewry and
provide assistance in this time of great need. The
continued faithful giving of Christians over the
past months enabled the ICEJ to sponsor many
flights for Ukrainian Jews to Israel.
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ALIYAH

ALIYAH UPDATE
Ukraine // Aliyah numbers have increased rapidly over
the past few years due to wars and anti-Semitic aggression
around the world. In 2015, the ICEJ led the way in helping
Jews from many countries come home to the land of their
fathers; from Ukraine, France, China and more, while also
preparing for a new wave of Aliyah from Ethiopia and India.
The Jewish Agency for Israel recently expressed their
gratitude for the fruitful partnership between the agency
and the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem:
“At this time of crisis in Paris, I want to express our sincere
appreciation for the strategic support the International
Christian Embassy and your many Christian supporters from
around the world provide us in our historic role in bringing
Jews back to home to Israel, and easing their absorption
into a new society,” wrote Yehuda Sharf, director of the
Aliyah, Absorption and Special Operation Unit.

“You have helped fulfill the prophecy of the Jewish
people returning to their homeland. The recent French
Olim coming after the attacks in Paris have come with
the support of the recent donation that we received
from your organization,” continued Sharf. “At this sad
and dark time for the French Jews your generosity is a
beckoning light for them and for the Jewish Agency.
With your help we know we can succeed in this sacred
mission. Thank you for your support and friendship.”
In 2015, ICEJ’s Aliyah work focused mainly on helping
Ukrainian Jews escape the conflict on their land. Brutal
urban warfare between Ukrainian troops and proRussian forces drove thousands of Jews into refugee
camps. With no reason to return to their homes, many
now desire to move to Israel. Our work in Ukraine is far
from over, so we invite you to partner with ICEJ and be
directly involved in their journey home!
Donate at www.icej.org/ukraine

France // After the November attacks in Paris, French
Jews are the most vulnerable Jews in Western Europe,
many of whom still live in poor neighborhoods in Paris
alongside Muslim immigrants. With support from
Christians around the world, ICEJ sponsored the first
80 Olim from France to arrive in Israel since the Paris
bombings. As terror intensifies in Western countries, you
can help the French Jews move their families to Israel.
Donate at www.icej.org/french-aliyah
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EMBASSY RESOURCES

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
1

FREE2 USD
S
offer hipping
end

UP TO ZION
CALENDAR

s 31
nuary st

of Ja

The 16 month English-Hebrew Calendar
(September 2015 - December 2016) contains:
all major Biblical and Israeli holidays marked
and explained in a special reference
chart, references for all weekly scripture
portions (Torah and Haftarah) with
suggested New Testament readings,
beginning and ending times for Sabbath,
and more. Produced and printed in Israel!
15 USD
12 USD + SHIPPING/HANDING

ICEJ SHOMER
PENDANT
Shomer is the Hebrew word
for watchman. The artistically
designed replica of the Zion
Mule Corps' insignia includes
an engraving on the back with
the scripture from Isaiah 62:6 in
Hebrew and the initials of the
ICEJ. Gold plated.

Pendant
Front

30 USD
24.99 USD + SHIPPING/HANDING
offer ends 31st January

Pendant
Back

WWW.ICEJSTORE.COM

REFORMATION
FEAST 2015
AUDIO DOWNLOADS
Full Set 49.99 USD

Browse the ICEJ store on your PC, tablet,
or phone to easily download the Feast
2015 teachings.

FEAST OF TABERNACLES DVD SET
139.99 USD + SHIPPING/HANDLING

This package includes messages from the 15 speakers
who spoke in the Main Auditorium during the Feast of
Tabernacles 2015 - both in the mornings and evenings,
as well as the full Ein Gedi Celebration.

u

L
SPECFIEAR
OF

THE JERUSALEM COMPASS

The Jerusalem compass was developed in Jerusalem and is patented
in the US. Instead of pointing north, it points only in the direction of
Jerusalem from any point on the globe. Fashioned from pure solid brass,
the lid is embossed with a Jewish Star of David and the words "Jerusalem"
in Hebrew and English.
39 USD + SHIPPING/HANDLING

HEBREW/ENGLISH BIBLE

u

The Hebrew text in the Old Testament is taken from the Masoretic text and
the New Testament is from the Modern Hebrew text. The English translation
is New American Standard Bible. Leather binding.
79 USD + SHIPPING/HANDLING

VISIT OUR NEW ONLINE STORE AND RECEIVE A10% DISCOUNT ON ALL PURCHASES!
Go to: www.icejstore.com and use the discount code: WFJ2015ICEJ The special 10% discount
for your purchases at the Embassy Resources is valid through 25/09/2015 – 30/12/2015.
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ISRAEL IN CRISIS

“I CALLED UPON THE
NAME OF JESUS”
A VICTIM’S PERSPECTIVE
ON TERROR IN ISRAEL
BY NICOLE JANSEZIAN

AS SHE BOARDED A JERUSALEM BUS LAST WEEK, Marike
Veldman immediately noticed two young men who seemed
strangely out of place. They looked unkempt and at that hour of
the day should have been at work, she thought to herself.
When the bus started moving the men repositioned themselves,
one sitting ominously across from Veldman. They laughed as if
sharing a joke between them and then, in one fateful instant, both
jumped to their feet and yelled, “Allahu akbar” - and embarked
upon a killing spree.
The attacker stabbed Veldman six times: In her shoulder, right
arm, hand and chest. The blade punctured one of her lungs, but
according to medical staff, miraculously missed an artery.
“I called upon the name of Jesus. In Dutch I was saying his name
over and over again. I feel that saved me,” she said. “The attacker
left me after that.”
The
assault
on
passengers of bus 78
occurred in Jerusalem’s
Armon
HaNetziv
neighborhood, amidst
the recent surge in
stabbings, shootings
and vehicular and rock
attacks by Palestinians
targeting Israelis. The violence is allegedly fueled by rumors that
Israel plans to change the status quo at the Temple Mount, where
anyone is permitted to visit but only Muslims may pray. Israel
denies these rumors.

I CALLED UPON
THE NAME OF
JESUS. I FEEL
THAT SAVED ME.

The terrorists from the neighboring Arab village of Jabel Mukaber
were armed with two knives and a gun. They boarded bus 78 on
Oct. 13, where they killed two Israeli men and wounded 17.

In a conflict that has long pitted Jew vs. Muslim and Israeli vs.
Arab, Veldman’s ministry is a conundrum for many. The Dutch
Christian came to Israel in 1977, volunteered at Hadassah Mount
Scopus Hospital, a Ramallah orphanage and then became a foster
mother. In her 31 years as a foster mother, Veldman raised 20
Arab children from both Muslim and Christian backgrounds. But
after a lifetime dedicated to helping Arabs, she now fears them.
“I understand there is a lot of frustration between Arabs and
Israel, but to react like this? This is very, very evil,” she insisted.
“Nobody deserves to die like that...”
Though she is struggling now with indelible trauma, Veldman
found it easier than expected to forgive and to see redemption in
the situation. She believes God allowed her attacker to live. (The
second terrorist was killed at the scene.) Still, she contemplates
how she will return to “normal.”
“I will have to go through a dark tunnel, but there will be light at
the end. God will heal me,” Veldman said. “If I had died I would
have been with the Lord. But he still has a plan for me.”

Marike Veldman’s life has changed dramatically.
From an independent woman with great inner
strength, she became dependent on the help of
social workers and psychologists to cope with
her trauma. Because of what has happened,
she is hesitant to use public transportation. The
ICEJ wishes to help Marike with moving around
Jerusalem without fear. By making a donation to
this cause, you can help cover some of the costs
that are now part of hair daily routines.
Donate at www.icej.org/aid/israel_in_crisis
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Treating trauma in
the face of danger
WITH THE WORLD IN TURMOIL ICEJ
COMFORTS ISRAELIS SHAKEN BY FEAR
ESTERA WIEJA
It has been a very difficult season for
Jews, both in Israel and throughout
the nations. In Israel, the level of
psychological trauma in children and
many adults has intensified, while
a new wave of Aliyah from France
brings in even more anxiety and fear
to an already shaken-up society.
Although direct victims of terror
understandably receive the most
attention and help, the significant
effects of PTSD (Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder) experienced by
secondary terror victims are often
overlooked. These secondary victims
are individuals who know a friend,
teacher, or neighbor killed or
wounded in a terror attack. Trauma
applies also to the tertiary victims,
who experience and are traumatized
in an attack but not wounded, or just
know about a terror attack and feel
susceptible to one.

ICEJ is already at work
throughout Israel, providing
support services to all terror
victims, both direct and
indirect. One service is a series
of workshops which equips
parents to help their children
cope with the sharp increase
in trauma. ICEJ has partnered
with a center which reaches out
with comprehensive therapeutic
and educational development to
every terror victim and family in
the land.

You can have an impact
on the Israeli society at this
difficult time! Partner with us
and donate to this urgent
cause today! Go to:
www.icej.org/aid/israel_in_crisis

Photo: [Knesset] Israel unites with the
victims of terror in France by illuminating
the Knesset in the colors of the French flag.

PRAY FOR PARIS
THE ICEJ-FRANCE DIRECTOR, ROBERT
BAXTER, COMMENTED ON THE RECENT
ATTACKS IN PARIS AND CALLED THE
CHURCH TO PRAYER:
In just 10 months, France has twice been the
target of radical Islamic terrorism. The President
of France, François Hollande, declared, France
is at war. As this war which Israel battles daily
comes to major European capitals, we stand at a
strategic moment in history where liberty-loving
people must stand together against these forces
of darkness.
As Christians we know our battle is not against
flesh and blood so we call upon the believers in
France and internationally to pray and fast. We
have three specific directions from the Lord:
• We are praying for God’s great mercy and
compassion to be poured out on those who have
lost a family member, friend or colleague. We are
praying for this evil to be turned into a wave of
spiritual revival throughout France.
• God has revealed to us there are still other
terrorist cells active in France; we are praying
they would be exposed to the authorities, and
dealt with effectively.
• Finally, we believe God has called us to repent
for the silence of the Church as our society
continues to slide into moral decadence. We
believe the “normalization” of immorality has
destroyed God’s protection over our nation and
He is calling us to repent.
Thank you for joining with us as we advance the
Kingdom of our Lord!
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CAPITALS OF
CZECH AND SLOVAK
REPUBLICS TAKE A
STAND FOR ISRAEL
The ICEJ led crowds in the cities of Prague
and Bratislava in central Europe to express
Christian support for the State of Israel.
Prague, Czech Republic

PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC

the Wenceslas Square in Prague with singing and dancing to
the rhythm of modern Israeli songs.

Over 400 participants gathered to express their support for
the state of Israel at an event that was inaugurated with the
anthems of both the Czech Republic and the State of Israel. Shai
Abramson, chief cantor of the Israeli Army (IDF), sent a video
greeting which was followed by speeches from representatives
of civic organisations and groups, who stressed the right of the
State of Israel to defend itself against terrorist attacks.
The people involved in the event were deeply impressed by
Professor Alexander Fried, a Holocaust survivor, who recalled
the traditionally good relations between Czechs and Jews.
The gathering was enriched by Hebrew songs and prayers,
including a prayer for the State of Israel. At the conclusion, a
strong message of hope was expressed for the Israeli nation to
overcome these challenging times and put a stop to this wave of
terror. After the official portion of the event, participants filled

The event was a joint venture of several organizations, including
the ICEJ-Czech Republic, Bnei Israel congregation, Jewish
Liberal Union, League against Anti-Semitism and the Facebook
group ‘We support Israel’.
BRATISLAVA, SLOVAKIA
Also in October nearly 300 Christians went to the streets in
the capital of the Slovak Republic. The event, organized by
ICEJ-Slovakia, publicly expressed Slovak solidarity with Israel,
and was attended by numerous high profile personalities from
the country’s political and social scene. This event also opened
with the Slovak and Israeli anthems.
Peter Svec, chairman of ICEJ-Slovakia, introduced a declaration of
solidarity with Israel signed by prominent Christian organizations
operating in Slovakia. Well-known and respected security analyst,
Mr. Ivo Samson explained the current situation in Israel. On
behalf of the Central Union of Jewish Religious Communities in
Slovakia, honorary chairman Pavol Traubner stressed that Israel
must and will defend itself against terrorist attacks.
At the end of the event, the participants formed a five-meter
radius Star of David with candles while singer Jana Orliclá, gave
a live performance. The peaceful rally on the Main Square in
Bratislava concluded with Jewish music resounding throughout
the city.

Bratislava, Slovakia

By November 11, 2015, a total of 22 public Slovak personalities
had signed the declaration of solidarity, which was then
delivered into the hands of Israeli ambassador to Slovakia, H.E.
Alexander Ben Zvi by Peter Svec, the ICEJ Slovakia national
director. In only five days, a thousand signatures were collected
online without any major media coverage.
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WELCOME THE NEW
ICEJ REPRESENTATIVE
IN AUSTRALIA
ICEJ International Director
Juha Ketola announced in early
November the appointment of
Dan Steege and his wife Julia from
Melbourne to be the official ICEJ
Representative in Australia.

Dan Steege brings a wealth of international ministry
experience. He is passionate to inspire people to seek out
God’s purposes for Israel. His story and vision inspires
people to take responsibility and support Israel and its
people.
Dan and Julia have a heart’s desire to practically apply the
experience of the present ICEJ generation to impart wisdom
into the next generation, stressing the importance of churches
and the governments standing with Israel as an ally in such
defining times. Today he joins the ICEJ family to strengthen the
ties between Israel and the continent of Australia.
"Bruce Garbutt and his wife have left a great legacy
here in Australia,” Steege affirmed. “The impact
and support that has been brought for ICEJ
and Israel here in Australia has been
wonderful. It is a great honor for
me to be officially appointed by
Jerusalem head office to
represent ICEJ here in Australia.
We want to have maximum
impact in Australia for ICEJ
and Israel in the future."

“With the changes over the last three years,
Bruce Garbutt did an exceptional job of
cementing the connection between
our Australian partners and friends
and Jerusalem,” shared Ketola. ”We
are very grateful to the Lord for now
being in a position to move
forward with even more strength
and efficiency.”
Dan and Julia Steege

ISRAEL'S AMBASSADOR
RECEIVES HONORARY
CITIZEN OF BRAZIL TITLE
Legislative Chamber makes historic decision
after a request from ICEJ-Brazil partner
A request to grant honorary citizenship to Reda Mansour, the
present Israeli ambassador to Brazil, was submitted to the
Legislative Chamber by Wellington Luiz of ICEJ-Brazil. The
title was granted at the Plenary of the Legislative Chamber of
the Federal District on October 19.

Leon, president of the Legislative Chamber of the Federal
District. “[Ambassador Mansour has] given his life to the
improvement of efficiency in the representation of his people
and humanity as a promoter of peace. "
The ICEJ-Brazil puts great effort into strengthening the
ties between Israel and Brazil, cooperating also with the
Israeli Embassy. Contributions to the Brazilian society by
the Israeli ambassador to Brazil are widely recognized. This
year Ambassador Mansour also received the 'Man of Value’
award, as well as the Medal of Merit, which is bestowed on
distinguished personalities by the Academy of Arts and Music
of Brazil (ALMUB).

Ambassador Mansour is the first ambassador of Israel to
receive the title of Honorary Citizen of Brasilia, and the third
Israeli to be awarded the honour; after Shimon Peres, former
president of Israel, and Nir Barkat, current mayor of Jerusalem.
"This title honours those who, over the years, brought their
contributions to the development of Brasilia,” said Ms. Celina
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Reda Mansour, Israeli
Ambassador to Brazil

MEET
THE
STAFF

Historic meeting
in Berlin
ICEJ brings together pastors and
MPs from Europe and Israel
BY LISA SCHMID

On the eve of the 77th
commemoration of Kristallnacht
(also known as the “Night of Broken
Glass” from 1938) 150 lawmakers from
Europe and Israel gathered in Berlin
with German pastors and spiritual
leaders to show their solidarity and
support for Israel.
The event was organized by the Israel
Allies Foundation in partnership with
the International Christian Embassy
Jerusalem and the Israeli Ministry of
Tourism. The gala dinner, honoring
the 50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Israel and Germany,
was part of the “Israel Allies European
Summit” (November 7-9).
The many guests of honor included
Yacov Hadas-Handelsmann, Israel’s
ambassador in Germany, MK Yair
Lapid (Yesh Atid), former Israeli
minister of finance, Yoel Hasson
(Zionist Union), deputy speaker of
the Knesset, and other members of
Knesset from various parties. Many
members of the German Parliament
were also in attendance, along
with representatives from Estonia,
Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Poland,
Romania, France, Slovakia, Macedonia
und Lithuania.

Dr. Jürgen Bühler, Executive Director
of the ICEJ in Jerusalem, called the
positive development of JewishChristian relations worldwide 70 years
after the end of the Holocaust “nothing
short of a miracle.” He then challenged
the German parliamentarians to
translate the oft-quoted sentence that
the existence of Israel was part of the
State rationale of Germany into specific
and practical action.
“Imagine the Allies of the United
States repeatedly assuring the USA
of their right to exist,” stressed Dr.
Bühler. “The representatives of the
US would be indeed bewildered. What
does this sentence mean in practical
terms? Germany's special obligation
towards the State of Israel must find
its expression in political initiatives
which are relevant and practical!”
Lapid eloquently described what the
current wave of Palestinian terror
means for the average Israeli citizen,
comparing present events in Israel
with Kristallnacht: “The first lesson is
that we have to survive. Survive at all
costs... Not to believe that someone will
come to the rescue. The second lesson
we learnt is that we must be moral
people. Not in words but in deeds.”
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Nicholaus Mills is
a recent graduate
of Oral Roberts
University in
Tulsa, Oklahoma,
USA. Throughout his college career,
Nicholaus was involved in work with
nonprofit organizations and startup
businesses around the globe.
Today, Nicholaus works with the ICEJ
in Jerusalem, Israel. He is involved with
both the distribution of ICEJ media as
well as the international prayer initiative,
Isaiah 62. In the future, Nicholaus
plans to study for both his JD and MBA
degrees in order to progress his career of
societal impact.
“Of every nation on the earth, none
holds the allure that Israel provides,”
said Nicholaus of his recent move.
“Being able to live in Jerusalem, serve
the practical needs of Israel, and
represent the global body of Christ is an
experience unlike any other. From the
start, the ICEJ staff and leadership has
been very welcoming and went out of
their way to help me adjust to life in the
Middle East. Joining the ICEJ has been a
defining experience of my life!”

Come to Jerusalem to
live and serve with the
ICEJ family!
The International Christian Embassy
in Jerusalem is always on the
lookout for professional and
committed believers who are
interested in volunteering in Israel.
Do you have a heart for Israel?
Is God speaking to you about
investing your unique gifts to bless
the Jewish people? Volunteer with
ICEJ and let it change your life! If
you would like to be a part of our
team in Jerusalem, contact us:
volunteer@icej.org

CHRISTMAS
and CHANUKAH
in ISRAEL

THE SEASON
OF GIVING

CHANUKAH
With the Chanukah holidays approaching,
residents of the Haifa Home will be
celebrating this winter holiday in their
safe, warm environment. Also known
as the Festival of Lights, Chanukah is
celebrated around Israel with lighting
of the candles and enjoying the holiday
sweets called sufganyot – special Israeli
doughnuts with filling inside.
At the Haifa Home, their brand new
recreational facility is a tremendous
blessing especially during the holidays.
A variety of activities are held daily in the
hall; drinking coffee with friends, going
to the gym, or entertaining guests from
Israel and abroad. For special events or
celebrations, like holidays, the facility
also serves as a reception hall.
One of the residents shared with us
while drinking coffee with her neighbor:
“I do not understand that in this time of
unrest in the Land I feel so relaxed and

at peace. It probably has to do with the
fact that many people pray for us.”
Shimon Sabag, director of the Home,
often calls the Haifa Home “God’s
Home.” To run a Home like this
completely on private donations from
people in Israel and abroad is quite a
challenge.
CHRISTMAS
In partnership with local Arab pastors and
churches, the ICEJ will sponsor holiday
gatherings and distribute Christmas gifts
to many deserving Christian families in
cities of Bethlehem and Nazareth. The
children in these Christian communities
will receive Christmas packages with
clothing and toys.
The Christian residents of both
Bethlehem and Nazareth are immensely
proud to live in cities where Jesus was
born and grew up. Because of that
the Christmas season is especially
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important to them. In early December,
the municipality of Bethlehem starts
decorating the streets with lights and
signs, which is a cue for all the stores to
begin decorating as well. Around the 20th
of the month the big Christmas parties
start. The ICEJ wants to make sure that
the Christian families in this land are well
prepared for this special season!

Your gift today will help us bless
the needy Christian families in
Jerusalem and Nazareth with
food coupons, so they can
celebrate together around a
Christmas meal. At the same
time, by making a donation at
this time you can bless the nation
of Israel just in time for Chanukah!
Donate to our Holiday Fund
by visiting:
www.icej.org/holidays

ICEJ NEWS

BRUSSELS SYMPOSIUM ON
THE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE
EU LABELING LAWS
Politicized regulations undermine economic
coexistence and harm hard-working Palestinians.
The leadership of International Christian Embassy Jerusalem
(ICEJ) is gravely concerned about the EU’s directive which
demands all products from disputed Israeli territories be
labelled, a move that would undermine economic coexistence
between Palestinians and Israelis and harm those working
towards peace.
For this reason the ICEJ is holding a symposium on the labelling
law in Brussels on the 2nd of December in cooperation with
MEPs and representatives from dozens of ICEJ branches
throughout Europe. It will call upon members of the European
Parliament to take a different approach in finding a solution
between the conflict parties and to foster economic co-operation,
stability and peace between Israelis and Palestinians in the area.
“Coexistence can only be achieved by establishing factories and
business partnerships in areas where Palestinians and Israelis
live side-by-side,” said Dr. Jürgen Bühler, ICEJ Executive Director
ahead of an ICEJ-sponsored Symposium which opposes the
labelling law, to be held in the European Parliament in Brussels
in early December.
“This highly-politicized directive will only end up hurting those
it claims to help,” Bühler said. “All the evidence indicates that
the businesses being targeted employ tens of thousands of
Palestinians and contribute to the well-being of all those living in
the affected areas, both Jews and Arabs alike.”

This labelling law also has no precedence or parallel to any
other member state or associated state with similar conflicts,
nor does the European Union intend to apply this standard to
any other conflict area within its reach. There are no labelling
laws planned for the Kurdish territory of Turkey nor for the
northern territory of Cyprus, which is considered by the
international community as occupied. This is all the more
puzzling, as the State of Turkey still refuses to recognize the
Republic of Cyprus as a State, even though it is a full member
of the European Union.
"If the EU really wants to promote peace they should stop
penalizing those Israelis and Palestinians who are working
together to make a living. Instead they should provide greater
incentives for them to forge deeper bonds of cooperation,
without using their labelling laws to further the anti-Israeli
propaganda that is sweeping Europe.”
The symposium in Brussels will be hosted by Hannu
Takkula, a Finnish politician and Member of the European
Parliament with the Centre Party of Finland, and Bastiaan
(Bas) Belder, a Dutch politician and Member of the European
Parliament with the SGP, who is also part of the European
Conservatives and Reformists Group and sits on the
European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs. Dr.
Jürgen Bühler, ICEJ Executive Director, will be one of the
main speakers at the symposium.
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A LIFE-CHANGING PASTORS AND LEADERS CONFERENCE!

ENVISION
JOIN PASTORS AND CHURCH LEADERS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE FOR A
FOCUSED TIME OF TEACHING AND MINISTRY IN THE GREAT CITY OF JERUSALEM.
DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!

JAN 25-28

2016
WWW.ICEJ.ORG

