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On the Winning Side
The call of Mordecai still echoes today

E

very Purim in late winter, the Jewish
people remember one of the greatest
miracles in their history. It is the story
of Esther, the Queen in ancient Persia
whose courage and entreaties delivered the
Jews from certain destruction.
Esther came from a Jewish family carried
into exile in the Babylonian conquest. Young
and beautiful, she was chosen to be the bride
of the most powerful man in the world at that
time – King Ahasuerus of Persia.
But during her time as Queen, things took
a turn for the worse. The evil Haman, then
prime minister of the realm, was plotting when
and how to annihilate all the Jews in the vast
Persian Empire. Esther was safely hidden in the
royal palace, her Jewish identity yet unknown,
but her uncle Mordecai came and pleaded
with her to intervene with the king and save
her people. His urgent appeal is recorded in
the book of Esther:
“And Mordecai told them to answer Esther:
‘Do not think in your heart that you will escape

Dr. Jürgen Bühler

“Many evil figures have
risen up in the course of
the history with designs
to wipe out Israel. Yet
God assures us that they
will not succeed.”
in the king’s palace any more than all the
other Jews. For if you remain completely silent
at this time, relief and deliverance will arise
for the Jews from another place, but you and
your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows
whether you have come to the kingdom for
such a time as this?’” (Esther 4:13-14)
Esther heeded his warning, saying “if I
perish, I perish! (Esther 4:16)”. She made
good use of her audience with the king, the

Jews were allowed to defend themselves, and
their enemy Haman was hung on the very
gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Esther
and Mordecai led the Jewish people into a
time of great influence and blessing within the
provinces of Persia.
This extraordinary appeal of Mordecai
still rings powerfully today in light of the new
Hamans that are arising, even once again in
Persia. It teaches us two very important lessons:
God Wins!
First of all, Mordecai boldly declared, “if you
remain completely silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another
place.” What powerful declaration of faith! It
teaches us that Israel and the people of God
will never be annihilated but will surely survive.
Many evil figures have risen up in the course
of history with designs to wipe out Israel. Two
generations ago, it was Hitler. Today it is the
Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.
Yet God assures us that they will not succeed.

>> continued on page 3
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The International Christian
Embassy Jerusalem

Dear Friends,
		
These past few weeks have been very busy but
also very blessed. You will read about some of our
recent activity in this issue of our magazine. One event
was an historic visit by a group of Christian pastors
and leaders from Germany and Austria who came at
our invitation to ceremonies marking the infamous
Wannsee Conference which took place 70 years ago in
Nazi Germany. Several participants sensed that they felt
a spiritual breakthrough during their days in Jerusalem.
We fully trust God that He listened to the prayers and
confessions during this time.

The International Christian
Embassy Jerusalem was founded in 1980 as
an act of comfort and solidarity with Israel and
the Jewish people in their claim to Jerusalem.
Today, the Christian Embassy stands
at the forefront of a growing mainstream
movement of Christians worldwide who
share a love and concern for Israel and an
understanding of the biblical significance
of the modern ingathering of Jews to the
land of their forefathers.
From our headquarters in Jerusalem and
through our branches and representatives
in over 80 nations, we seek to challenge
the Church to take up its scriptural
responsibilities towards the Jewish people,
to remind Israel of the wonderful promises
made to her in the Bible, and to be a source
of practical assistance to all the people of the
Land of Israel.
The ICEJ is a non-denominational
faith ministry, supported by the voluntary
contributions of our members and friends
across the globe. We invite you to join with
us as we minister to Israel and the Jewish
people worldwide by using the enclosed
response slip to make your donation to the
ongoing work and witness of the ICEJ.
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN
EMBASSY JERUSALEM
P.O. Box 1192

We then had the exciting opportunity to broadcast
our first “ICEJ Report” as part of the Israel Now News program on Daystar TV. Please
make sure to watch us on this weekly news show from Israel. Already from the first
shows, we have received very encouraging feed-back. We also are very thankful to God
for the very professional staff who are making this new outreach possible. Please keep
this new initiative in your prayers and make sure to view all previous episodes on our
website at www.icej.org.
In March, we will again celebrate the festival of Purim here in Israel. This holiday
recalls a serious threat to the Jewish people but much more than that, it is the story of
a triumphant victory. Many lessons can be drawn from Purim, but the story hinges on
Queen Esther daring to stand before the King and plead for her people. She prepared
herself for that critical moment with three days of prayer and fasting. The result was
powerful! Israel was saved. Again I want to invite you to pray with us in our Isaiah 62
initiative every Wednesday.
The greatest lesson from the story of Purim in the book of Esther is that God wins!
Whoever it is that plans to annihilate His people and frustrate God’s plans will find
himself in a direct collision course with God. Let us together choose to be on God’s side!
Thank you for your faithful support and for standing with us as we stand with
God’s people.
Yours in Christ,

Jerusalem • 91010, ISRAEL

Dr. Jürgen Bühler
ICEJ Executive Director
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All the nuclear scientists and military
experts which scheme to wipe out Israel were
also created by God, and they cannot surprise
or outsmart Him! The God of Israel, the Creator
of the heavens and the earth, watches over His
people. Indeed, Psalm 121:4-5 assures that “He
who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor
sleep. The Lord is your keeper.”
The Question of Survival
Mordecai’s appeal also contains a very
sobering message. Deliverance will always
come to the Jews from some quarter. But
silence in the face of peril to the Jews could
mean “you and your father’s house will perish”.
Therefore, to stand up for God’s people has
less to do with Israel’s survival and more to do
with our own survival. If we remain silent, we
are endangering ourselves.
Paul echoes this warning in his epistle to
the church in Rome: “Do not boast against
the branches [the Jews]. But if you do boast,
remember that you do not support the root,
but the root supports you.” (Romans 11:18)
If Christians fail to recognise the eternal
and irrevocable calling of Israel, we are
endangering and undermining our very own
root system. Nobody can survive without
nourishing roots.
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NO WEAPON FORMED WILL PROSPER
“Behold, I Myself have created
the smith who blows the
fire of coals...” The promise
of Isaiah 54: 16 still stands for
Israel today (IstockPhoto)

>> continued from page one

The prophet Isaiah makes this very
encouraging statement: “Behold, I Myself have
created the smith who blows the fire of coals,
and brings out a weapon for its work; and I
have created the destroyer to ruin. No weapon
that is formed against you shall prosper.”
(Isaiah 54:16-17)
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For Such a Time as This
Finally, Mordecai reminded his niece that
there is a purpose in her high calling as a great
Queen. “Yet who knows whether you have
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
Her uncle challenges her to consider her royal
position not as a luxurious privilege but as a
calling from God.
Too many times we as Christians like to
enjoy our privileges and cherished moments as
children of God, and we do not recognise that
the world around us is lost and in desperate
need of rescue. God never called us to be
passengers on a luxury ocean liner called the
Church, but rather as crew members on a
rescue vessel operating in stormy seas. Let us
never forget our high calling of God to Israel
and the nations.
One of the most regrettable aspects of the
Holocaust was the prevailing silence of the
churches. Too few spoke out too late. Early in
Hitler’s rise, some pastors and theologians
saw prophetic significance in so many Jews
fleeing Europe to Palestine. They sensed it was
the first sign of the restoration of Zion and of
the Lord’s return. Yet they failed to speak out
and assist God’s chosen people in their hour
of need.
Today as well, many Christians realise the
promised restoration of Israel is happening,
along with the nations being gathering against
her for judgment. Yet they fail to take any real
action to stand with the purposes of God. Too
many Christians sit back in silence as Israel
faces new threats once again from Persia,
which is today’s Iran.

So let us remember that God will surely
deliver Israel – even if we are silent. The
question is: Will we take a stand for the sake
of God’s purposes, and for our own sake?
Let us resolve to work together to ensure
that the Church will never be silent and
passive again.
Dr. Jürgen Bühler serves as ICEJ Executive
Director and lives with his wife Vesna and
four children in Jerusalem.

Esther & the King

The holiday of Purim reminds us to
stand with the Jewish people. One very
practical way to do this is to support our
groundbreaking Pastors Conferences at
Yad Vashem. Learn more on pages 4-5
COVER PHOTO: Esther, illustration
from ‘Women of the Bible’, published by
The Religious Tract Society, 1927 (color
litho), Copping, Harold (1863-1932)/
Private Collection / The Bridgeman Art
Library International
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WANNSEE MEMORIAL

WORD FROM JERUSALEM

CHRISTIAN FRIENDS OF YAD VASHEM

German Christians recall Wannsee
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Face to Face with Genocide

Embassy sponsors Christian Leaders’ Seminar at Yad Vashem

ICEJ hosts repentance ceremonies at Yad Vashem
By David Parsons

Y
WANNSEE REMEMBERED: ICEJ delegation lay wreaths at Yad Vashem, Jan. 20, 2012
OPPOSITE PAGE: a list of 11 million Jews targeted for extermination in the Wannsee protocol;
and Reinhard Heydrich, the architect of the ‘Final Solution’.

O

n 20 January 2012, a delegation
of prominent German and
Austrian
Christian
leaders
gathered under the auspices
of the International Christian Embassy
Jerusalem for remembrance ceremonies at
Yad Vashem marking the 70th anniversary
of the Wannsee Conference, the infamous
meeting of Nazi officials which plotted the
“Final Solution of the Jewish Question”.
The high-ranking Christian delegation
included a broad array of 70 pastors
and ministry leaders representing all the
Protestant and Evangelical movements of
Germany and Austria, including Lutherans,
Pentecostals,
Charismatics,
Baptists,
Methodists, Mennonites, Pietists, and
Adventists.
“We came here to continue the
repentance of our nation for the enormous
crime of mass murder of Jews committed
in the name of a wicked ideology”, said Dr.
Jürgen Bühler, the Executive Director of the
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem.
“The Church in Germany still has so much
more to do to amend for our deafening
silence in those dark days.”
The two-day gathering in Jerusalem
culminated with a wreath-laying ceremony
at Yad Vashem’s Warsaw Ghetto Square and
observances in the Hall of Remembrance to
honour the Jewish victims and survivors of
the Holocaust. Delegates from 32 major
Christian denominations and ministries in
Germany and Austria, representing millions
of followers, laid wreaths at the event.

“The Christian nation of Germany some
two generations ago gives us an example
of the evil which can flow when a people
turn their back on a God of goodness who
loves all humankind”, said Rev. Ingolf Ellßel,
Chairman of the Pentecostal European
Fellowship. “To remember this causes a
deep shaking in our hearts.”
Dr. Uwe Graebe, the German Lutheran
Probst in Jerusalem, noted that “the Nazi
officials who met at Wannsee were all well
educated. Some were doctors, some were
theologians, and one was even the son of a
Protestant pastor. They knew the Bible and
what it said about the value of every human
life. Yet they blocked out the sacred concept
that we are all created in God’s image.
Instead, they dealt with human lives as mere
statistics.”
“Wannsee was one of the darkest days
in the history of the German people”, added
Gottfried Bühler, National Director of ICEJGermany and the initiator of the event.
“Seventy years after, we bow down in deep
sorrow. And we also pledge to keep this
remembrance alive. That is why many of
us brought our children along, so the next
generation can witness these ceremonies.
Yet remembrance alone is not enough; it
must go hand-in-hand with responsible
deeds of goodness.”
The ICEJ German branch then handed
over a $60,000 check to Yad Vashem for
its Holocaust studies and education center,
to sponsor special seminars for Christian
leaders to train them in teaching the
universal lessons of the Holocaust.

The Wannsee Conference was held on
January 20, 1942 at a lakeside villa outside
Berlin and was attended by 15 high-ranking
Nazi bureaucrats who set in motion the
implementation of a plan to eradicate the
Jews of Europe. The meeting was convened
by Reinhard Heydrich, assistant to deputy
Nazi leader Heinrich Himmler, who led a
discussion on methods to be used for the
systematic, industrial murder of all Jews
within Germany’s reach. A chart compiled
by Adolf Eichmann for the Wannsee
Conference listed all of the estimated 11
million Jews of Europe and northwest Africa
as potential targets.
During their two days in Jerusalem to
mark 70 years since Wannsee, the delegation
of German and Austrian Christians also
paid a visit to the Knesset, met with Israel’s
Chief Rabbi (Ashkenazi) Yona Metzger,
held special prayer services at the Western
Wall and the King of Kings Prayer Tower,
and attended a memorial concert featuring
performances by the noted German
Christian Music Academy of Stuttgart.

Chief Rabbi (Ashkenazi) Yona Metzger

ad Vashem is the most revered
institution in Israel, having been
officially tasked by the State
with preserving the memory of
the six million Jewish victims of the Nazi
Holocaust, and with teaching its universal
lessons to future generations. To assist in
this mission, the International Christian
Embassy Jerusalem joined in 2006 in
creating a Christian Desk at Yad
Vashem.

At the recent Wannsee anniversary
ceremonies it held in Jerusalem, the ICEJ’s
German branch handed over a donation
to the Christian Desk which will be used to
bring two dozen Christian leaders for a week
of training seminars in Holocaust education
this coming April.

The ICEJ has been sponsoring these
annual seminars for Christian leaders and
would like to expand the initiative to include
more pastors and ministry leaders from all
parts of the globe.
“These in-depth seminars on antiSemitism and the Holocaust are a lifechanging experience as these Christian
leaders meet with Holocaust survivors and
hear their stories first-hand”, said Dr. Susanna
Kokkonen, Director of Christian Friends of Yad
Vashem.
“Here, they come face-to-face, many
for the first time, with the tragic fact that for
centuries the Church was deeply involved
in the persecution of the Jews, laying the
groundwork for the Nazi genocide.”
We want to teach more Christians about
the dangers of hatred and anti-Semitism,
so that history will not repeat itself. Please
partner with the ICEJ by sponsoring pastors
from your region and all over the world to
come learn at Yad Vashem’s unique historic
research center. Donate today to help support
the work of Christian Friends of Yad Vashem
online at: www.icej.org/yadvashem
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SERVING THE NATION

ICEJ sponsors Ethiopian soccer league
Helping rising Soccer stars, at-risk teens and hungry families in Rishon LeZion
By Estera Wieja

The icej has ‘scored’ with these Ethiopian
Jewish youths by sponsoring their soccer
league.

T

he
International
Christian
Embassy Jerusalem recently began
sponsoring a group of 12 football
teams in a special soccer league
established for Ethiopian Jewish youths in
Israel. The ICEJ has purchased custom made
jerseys in the various team colours as well as
shoes for all the Ethiopian soccer players in
the league, which could not afford the items.
The bright jerseys carry the logo of the ICEJ
as team sponsors.
ICEJ representative Doron Schneider
distributed the uniforms and shoes at a
recent gathering of the teams in Rehovot,
and told them that they were gifts from
Christian friends from around the world.
Most of the team members were small
children when they made the long difficult
journey to Israel as part of the “Operation
Moses” emergency airlift in 1984. At the recent
ceremony in Rehovot, the teams observed

a minute of silence in remembrance of the
4,000 Ethiopian Jews who lost their lives while
trying to make it to Israel thru Sudan. Then
they opened the season with an all-day soccer
tournament in their new team jerseys.
“I was eight years old when I started my
journey from Ethiopia to Israel via Sudan”,
recalled Erez Dezlin. “My little brother was
two years old and my mother was also six
months pregnant. We walked about 600 miles
on foot. We did not have much food with us
to eat. Many families lost loved ones on the
way, some died from hunger, thirst, diseases
and some even were killed by robbers on the
way... I am so glad that I finally made it and my
dream to live in Israel became real.”
Today Erez is the supervising coach for the
twelve youth soccer teams from the Ethiopian
community in Rehovot and he has a new
dream. He wants to help the Ethiopian Jews to
integrate better into Israeli society and to give
them hope and life skills through sports.

Helping Israeli youth reach higher
Israeli teenager Idan almost dropped out
of school at 16. His mother supported the
whole family of seven, and Idan felt pressure
to go find a job. But that is when he learned
of “Touching the Horizon”, an educational
program for youths-at-risk, and his whole life
changed.

Touching the Horizon, which currently
serves 75 at-risk teens nationwide that
have shown high scholastic potential. This
way, promising youths from impoverished
families can finish high school and achieve
successes that were otherwise out of reach.

for the weekly food bank, and then packaged
fruits, loaves of bread and other groceries to
personally hand over to needy families.

All the Embassy volunteers rolled up
their sleeves and went to work carrying heavy
bags of frozen and canned goods. Those
Their initial year of Army service presents ICEJ staff members who speak Hebrew also
many challenges, whether physical,
helped with the registration desk,
social, emotional or intellectual.
giving out voucher numbers to
Touching the Horizon
those waiting in a long line
“I was 8 years old when for food packages.
teaches these troubled
teens how to cope
I started my journey from
with the stresses of
Sara Comparado,
Ethiopia to Israel via
being away from
an
ICEJ
staff
home, and having to
member
from
Sudan. My little brother
learn discipline and
Portugal,
said,
was 2, my mother was 6
submit to authority.
“Sometimes,
all
months pregnant and we
it takes to make
Touching
the
a
difference
in
walked 600 miles”
Horizon
has
many
someone’s
week
is
success stories and the ICEJ
to help them carry a sack of
is a proud partner in this program,
groceries.”
which is bringing hope for a better future to
deserving Israeli youths.
An older woman blew a kiss towards one
of the ICEJ volunteers, saying with a smile,
Serving Families First-Hand
“You’re so sweet! Thank you so much!”
Several times each year, the ICEJ AID
department arranges for the entire staff
Altogether, more than 500 Israeli families
of the Christian Embassy in Jerusalem to living below the poverty line receive several
take part in hands-on charitable projects in bags of basic food items each week at the
different parts of Israel. Last month, the ICEJ Thursday market outside a large shopping
staff joined with our friends at Pitchon Lev in mall. For them, there is a sense that they are
a unique food drive in Rishon Lezion in the simply going shopping like their neighbours.
greater Tel Aviv area.
Please consider making a donation to
The ICEJ staff arrived on a Thursday ICEJ AID for our food distribution programs.
morning to set up tables in a mall parking lot Go to: www.icej.org/aid.
Estera Wieja serves as a staff writer for the ICEJ Media Team in Jerusalem

Knesset Honours
Dr. Jürgen Bühler

At a recent ceremony in Jerusalem,
members of the Knesset Christian
Allies Caucus joined the World Jewish
Congress and the Ministry of Tourism in
presenting an award to Dr. Jürgen Bühler,
the executive director of the International
Christian Embassy Jerusalem, for his
commitment to Israel.
The Caucus, which has 17 Knesset
members, recognised Dr. Bühler at
its annual “Night to Honour Our
Christian Allies” banquet in January.
The special award, given together with
the Ministry for Tourism, was presented
to Dr. Bühler for his contributions to
Israeli tourism, including his efforts to
expand the ICEJ’s Feast of Tabernacles
gathering, the largest and most popular
annual tourist event in Israel.
Bühler served for five years as
International Director for the Christian
Embassy and recently was appointed its
Executive Director.

Touching the Horizon is a learning
and enrichment program established by
the Israeli non-profit Pitchon Lev (Caring
Heart) in 2002, in cooperation with Tel Aviv
University. It is devoted to helping at-risk
teens get through the difficult transition
years between 10th grade and the first year
of army service. Students receive special
tutoring and hot meals, participate in selfempowerment sessions, enjoy cultural
activities, and prepare for the IDF.
For the past three years, the Christian
Embassy’s AID team has helped sponsor

WORD FROM JERUSALEM

In his acceptance speech, he
highlighted the historic expansion of
interfaith cooperation between Israeli
officials and the Christian community
over recent decades, citing the ICEJ’s
unique partnerships with Yad Vashem
and The Jerusalem Post as examples of
significant progress in Christian-Jewish
relations.
ICEJ staff assist in food distribution in Rishon LeZion
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Israel’s Warning Lights Are On
In the edgy atmosphere hanging over Israel in 2012, rumours of imminent
war with Iran are flying by at supersonic speeds
MISSION CRITICAL:
Will Prime Minister Netanyahu and Defence
Minister Barak send the Israeli air force on
its most critical mission ever against Iran?
(AP Photo)

By David Parsons

I

n January, the US announced plans to deploy an unprecedented
9,000 troops in Israel for an annual joint military exercise. Many
instantly read it as a sign both countries were bracing for a
looming Israeli attack on Iran’s renegade nuclear program.

But when the massive air raid drill was postponed, this too was
seen as a signal of impending war – since Washington feared so
many American boots on the ground in Israel would be taken as a US
‘green light’ for the approaching Israeli strikes.
The latest warp-speed rumour of war concerns recent comments
by US Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta that he fully expects Israel
to launch pre-emptive strikes on Iran sometime this year, even as
early as April. That was quickly translated as an attempt to deter Israel
from taking a course of action already decided upon.
The question of how to deal with Iran’s determined drive for
nuclear weapons has been hovering over the West for over a decade
now and soon the guesswork will be over. During 2012, the world
indeed will know whether the Iranians finally fold under crippling
sanctions, or pass beyond the point of no return in their alarming
quest for atomic weapons.

Tellingly, the Iranians also just announced that its uranium
enrichment facility buried some 220 feet inside a mountain at Fordo
will soon be operational. Israeli leaders estimate that there are only
six to nine months left to pull the trigger.
Until now, US intelligence
estimates on when Iran will
cross the nuclear threshold
have been two to three
years beyond the Israeli
assessments. But that gap
appears to be closing, with
Panetta now factoring in 15
months at most for other
options to work.
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Second, it also should be noted that Israel has carried out such
pre-emptive missions before, in the case of both the Iraqi and
Syrian atomic reactors. But this assignment would be much more
complicated due to the greater distances involved, the difficulty of
surprise, and the measures Iran
has taken to protect its nuclear
facilities.

NUCLEAR THRESHOLD:
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
inspects an Iranian nuclear plant.
(AP Photo)

Third,
these
earlier
operations demonstrate that
for Israel, pre-emption is not
an option but an established
policy. Israel simply will not
allow a regional enemy bent on
its demise to possess weapons
of mass destruction.

Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu has
drawn the analogy between the
Iranian threat and the rising
Nazi menace over Europe
in the late 1930s. In a recent
briefing in Jerusalem, former
CIA director James Woolsey
agreed.

Fourth, Netanyahu has
become much more vocal
on the Iranian threat than his
predecessor Ehud Olmert, but
he had the ear of a sympathetic
US president. That is not
necessarily the case with
Obama.

“The world is moving
towards a situation which is
extraordinarily tense”, Woolsey
assessed. “Iran is committed
to two overarching objectives.
I am afraid it’s rather parallel
to what Hitler was writing and
saying in the late 1920s and
30s. Number one, kill the Jews!
And second, dominate the
region!”

Finally, some analysts say
Israel has the military capability
to set back Iran’s nuclear
program by three-to-five years.
They would use long-range
fighter-bombers,
refuelling
and air command planes, and
advanced super-drones than
can loiter over targets for 48
hours, plus submarines and
Jericho missiles.

Until now, Israel has cooperated with its global allies on a fivefront strategy for stopping Iran’s nuclear program. This has involved
political pressure, covert measures, counter-proliferation, sanctions
and efforts at regime change. The Ayatollahs are still entrenched as
ever, but bans on the purchase of Iranian crude oil are beginning to
sink the economy, while mysterious computer viruses and hits on
nuclear scientists have also taken a toll.

Woolsey cautioned that
while it may still take Iran a couple more years to fit a sophisticated
plutonium warhead on a Shihab missile, it could easily cobble
together a crude atomic device within months and float it into Haifa
or New York harbour inside a fishing trawler.

So far, these efforts have managed to slow Tehran down some
and extend the time frame for more drastic actions. Yet Iran has
continued to make steady progress in spite of every obstacle thrown
in its path.

Woolsey also contended that the US should “take responsibility”
for dealing with the Iranian nuclear threat because it is a “world
problem”. But he expressed serious doubts that the current American
administration would take the lead, especially in an election year. “I
don’t predict at all that this course of events will be something that
President Obama will choose”, he said dryly.

In a recent interview in The New York Times, Israeli Defense
Minister Ehud Barak claimed that the Netanyahu government has
yet to order a military operation against Iran but he has concluded
that such a decision will have to be made in 2012 to prevent Tehran
from entering its “immunity zone”. By that he meant the stage at
which Iran’s nuclear know-how, enriched uranium stockpiles, missile
production lines, and other key facilities can be taken underground
and made impervious to military strikes. In essence, Barak just turned
on Israel’s warning flashers.
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So if Israel has to go it alone, to prevent what Netanyahu has
described as the spectre of another Holocaust, can and will the Israeli
military be capable of pulling it off?
To answer that seminal question, it is first worth noting that the
Israeli air force has already practiced for such a complex, long-range
mission, sending squadrons of jets and refuelling planes all the way
to Gibraltar – the same distance as Tehran is to the east.

However, Israel simply would
not be able to deal on its own with all the expected fallout from any
such pre-emptive strikes. Tehran has threatened to unleash a wave
of retaliatory attacks that would include targeting American forces in
the region, closing the vital oil shipping lanes in the Persian Gulf, and
activating dozens of sleeper terror cells worldwide. World oil markets
would shudder, and we all know who would be blamed for the chaos.
Israel itself presently faces 200,000 missiles and rockets of
various ranges and payloads in the arsenals of Iran, Syria, Hizbullah
and Hamas all aimed at its civilian heartland, and would be too tied
up defending the homeland to put out fires elsewhere.
Thus, Jerusalem undoubtedly prefers to be part of a broader
coalition to stop Iran. Only time will tell if it can force America’s hand
in that regard.
Until then, brace for even more warp speed rumours of war.
David Parsons serves as ICEJ Media Director and Contributing
Christian Editor of The Jerusalem Post Christian Edition.
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Watch the ICEJ Report

Survivors Museum Dedicated in Haifa

on “Israel Now News” every Sunday
@ 7am and 3pm (EST) / Daystar tv.

Tribute to European Survivors Held on Holocaust Remembrance Day
By David Parsons

Israeli cabinet ministers Dr. Leah Ness and Prof.
Daniel Hershkovitz join ICEJ executive Director
Dr. Jürgen Bühler (center) in cutting the ribbon
on the new Holocaust survivors museum in
Haifa.

A

s the world marked Holocaust Remembrance Day on the 27th
of January, the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem
took part in a special ceremony in Haifa to pay tribute to
survivors of the Shoah. The ceremonies were attended by
over one hundred Holocaust survivors and included the dedication of
a memorial in their honour, as well as the groundbreaking for a new
museum which will tell the story of those European Jews who managed
to survive the Nazi genocide.

Land Price: US$1090

The International Holocaust Day ceremonies in Haifa were held at
the Home for Holocaust Survivors funded by the Christian Embassy.
Those in attendance included cabinet ministers Daniel Hershkovitz
and Yossi Peled, deputy minister Dr. Leah Ness, Deputy Mayor of
Haifa Oded Donitz, the Deputy Ambassador from Germany, and other
dignitaries.

11 day tour

YOUNG ADULTS 18-35YRS

During the ceremonies, a torch was lit in memory of the six
million Jewish victims of the Holocaust, and a “Hand to the Survivor”
monument was unveiled. In addition, the cornerstone was laid for the
“Hand to the Survivor” Museum, which will house a unique historic
collection of exhibits, photographs, and personal memorabilia which
tell the story of those who courageously endured the Nazi Holocaust
and lived to tell about it.
Over the past two years, the Christian Embassy has been sponsoring
a special project to expand an assisted-living facility in Haifa for
impoverished Holocaust survivors, operated by Yad Ezer L’Haver
(Helping Hands to Friends). The ICEJ has provided funds to purchase
and renovate two more apartment buildings on the same street, with
the enlarged facility now able to accommodate up to 125 residents,
as well as to feed and provide medical and dental care to additional
survivors in the Haifa area.

Have you felt God’s call to Israel?

For More Information and
online registration go to:

Nazi death camp survivor Reuven Bronzberg looks at photographs
on display in the new Holocaust Survivors museum in Haifa

Support the ICEJ’s Haifa Home for Holocaust Survivors: www.icej.org/haifa

www.grafted.org
or contact the Grafted team at :

grafted@icej.org
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